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Congratulations to the following SGMP members who passed their Certified Government Meeting Pro-
fessional (CGMP) certification examination in San  Francisco, California: Donna Carey, CGMP; 
Pamala Corona, CMP, CGMP; Josee Dagen-
ais, CGMP; Lakishia Dyson, CGMP; Tausha 
Freeman, CGMP; Juanita Jones, CGMP; Beth 
Keithly, CGMP; Karla Nardi, CGMP; Danna 
O’Neill, CGMP; Dana Ohmann, CGMP;  
Roxanne Revak, CGMP; Louise Rice, 
CGMP; Ramona Rose, CGMP; Sandra Tay-
lor, CGMP; Patricia Vasquez, CGMP; Oralyn 
Weston, CGMP; and Robin Wilson, CMP, 
CGMP. 

Picture above, the graduates of the Certified Government Meet-

ing Professional class held in San Francisco, California. 

The SGMP National Board of Directors and the national 
headquarters office has made final selections on the cit-
ies and host hotels for the 2008 and 2009 SGMP Annual 
Education Conferences. 

The 2008 (SGMP) Annual Education Conference will be 
held June 7-15, 2008 in the city of Dallas, Texas.  The 
headquarter hotel will be the Hilton Anatole Hotel. 

The 2009 (SGMP) Annual Education Conference will be 
held May 9-17, 2009 in the city of Louisville, Kentucky.  
The headquarter hotel will be the Galt House. 

Special Announcement: SGMP 

Selects Sites for 2008 and 2009 

Annual Education Conferences



Dr. Kim Presents Communicating with Confidence in Denver 
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One of the best-loved trainers of our time, Dr. 
Kimberly Ventus-Darks (Dr. Kim) brings warmth, 
wisdom, and real-world solutions to her unforget-
table training sessions. Whether she makes you 
laugh or makes you cry—and quite possibly 
both—you’ll never forget the day you spent with 
Dr. Kim.  

Dr. Kim has inspired thousands of professionals to 
embrace change and take their lives in bold new 
directions. In her presentation Communicating 
with Confidence, Dr. Kim demonstrates simple but 
remarkably effective techniques and responses for 
communicating with greater confidence and deal-
ing with difficult people. You’ll learn how to find 
your true voice, how to speak up and be heard, 
how to resolve conflict quickly, and how to stay 
calm and focused in a variety of tough situations.  

President of her own communications business, 
author, internationally renowned speaker, wife 
and mother, adjunct faculty member for four col-
leges, and magazine advice columnist, Dr. Kim 
captivates audiences with her no-nonsense ap-
proach. Dr. Kim holds a doctoral degree in inter-
personal communication and administration 
from Union Institute, and also a degree in busi-
ness administration. She has taught literature, 
English, and public speaking on the college 
level. Her articles have been published in numer-
ous national magazines and other publications, 
and she was a contributing author to the cele-
brated book, Wit and Wisdom from the Buppie 
Club. 

SGMP looks forward to reaping the benefits of 
Dr. Kim’s closing keynote address in Denver! 

Silent Auction Featured in Members Only Section 

SGMP will once again go on-line for the annual 
silent auction! Only SGMP members will be able 
to bid on the auction items through the Members 
Only section of the Web site, www.sgmp.org. 
With your generosity and support, we anticipate 
generating enough scholarships to bring the best in 
industry education. Also, SGMP will be awarding 
more conference scholarships to our valued SGMP 
planner and supplier members.  
 
Planners 
Do you have a craft or hobby item that you could 
donate to the auction? Does your area have a spe-
cialty product you would like to donate? No matter 
how small, any item that you think might be of 
interest for bidding at the auction would be appre-
ciated—submit by March 24. Keep in mind, we 
want to offer something for everyone's budget.  
 
Suppliers  
Consider collaboration with your local CVB, sister 
properties, or your community to put together a 
package to showcase your property, city, and re-
gion. You might include multi-night stays with 

food and tickets to local attractions such as muse-
ums, sporting events, theater, or nightclub shows. 
Who wouldn't want to bid on a gift basket that 
might contain a spa package, massage, or golf 
with amenities that would compliment the main 
item? The silent auction is a great way to publi-
cize your property and show your support for 
SGMP. Be creative to ensure competitive bid-
ding. Web links to donor Web sites will be listed 
upon request. A photo can also be included.  
 
The funds received will provide continued educa-
tional opportunities for personal and professional 
growth through scholarships and other resources. 
We are striving to get more planners on the trade-
show floor than ever.  The auction will run April 
17-21, 2006 with a preview of items April 3-14. 
Donations will be accepted until March 24. 

Thank you for your support of this important 
fundraiser! Please contact Carrie Elkins at SGMP 
National Headquarters at carrie@sgmp.org with 
any questions or to request a donation form! 
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SGMP National Board, CPR, and SLR Meet in Dallas  
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The SGMP National Board, Chapter Presidents 
Roundtable (CPR), and Supplier Leadership 
Roundtable (SLR) met in Dallas, Texas, January 
13 – 15, 2006, for the annual January SGMP Lead-
ership Forum. 

The three groups started with a joint meeting Fri-
day morning January 13, and then each group 
broke into separate groups to complete their agen-
das.  On Saturday evening, the groups reconvened 
to discuss what each group had accomplished dur-
ing the two-day meeting. 

On Friday, January 13, SGMP held its inaugural, 
“Town Hall Meeting.”  Member CVBs and hotels 
from the greater Dallas-Ft. Worth area were in at-
tendance.  The National Board posed questions to 
the attendees regarding the government meetings 

market and government per diem issues.  This 
vehicle of communication between the National 
Board and supplier members was a resounding 
success.  The National Board plans to hold the 
Town Hall Meeting in every city in which a Na-
tional Board meeting is planned. 

The meeting was held at the Westin City Center 
Hotel, downtown Dallas. On Thursday evening, 
January 12, the Westin City Center Hotel hosted 
a wonderful welcome reception; and on Friday 
evening, January 13, a reception was hosted by 
the Dallas CVB, Dallas area hotels, and the 
North Star Texas Chapter of SGMP. 

Dallas is well known for their Texas-size hospi-
tality…ask any of us, we can verify that fact! 

SGMP Awarded 2005 Best 
Program of the Year 

The Society of Government Travel Professionals 
(SGTP) has officially announced that the Society 
of Government Meeting Professionals (SGMP) 
will, on February 10, 2006, be awarded the SGTP 
2005 Professional Development Award—Best 
Program of the Year. 

This honor is awarded for the successful develop-
ment and implementation of SGMP’s new Certi-
fied Government Meeting Professional (CGMP) 
certification. 

Carl C. Thompson, CGMP, SGMP’s Executive 
Director, will attend the SGTP Leadership lunch-
eon on February 10, 2006 to accept the award. 
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RESERVE THE DATES: MAY 24-28, 2006 

Check it out! All on 

www.sgmp.org          

• Go to the Education Conference section of 
the Web site to view the educational track for 
the 2006 Annual Education Conference in 
Denver, Colo.  

• Do you want to be on a national committee? 
Now is the time to sign-up. Visit the national 
committee section of the Web site. 

• Find the latest chapter information including 
links to their Web site.  

• View upcoming CGMP classes, including 
the Atlanta class this February 27—March 1, 
with the exam on March 2. The information, 
and a listing of past graduates, is available 
via the CGMP Certification button on the left 
rail.  



SGMP’s 2006 national charity will be the Colo-
rado Therapeutic Riding Center (CTRC). We are 
excited to support this extraordinary cause and 
hope you will be as enthusiastic in your giving at 

the national con-
ference. CTRC’s 
mission is to pro-
mote the physical, 
psychological, 
and social well-
being of persons 
with disabilities 
through their in-
teraction with a 
therapeutic team 

consisting of a 
horse, an instruc-
tor, and volunteers. 

CTRC is located 
on a 36-acre prop-
erty in southeast 
Longmont, Colo-
rado; with large 
indoor and outdoor 
riding arenas, 
therapeutic services are provided year-round. For 
additional information and heart-warming stories, 
visit their Web site: www.ctrcinc.org. 
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SGMP’s 2006 National Charity Will be the Colorado 
Therapeutic Riding Center 
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Effective February 1, 2006, Per Diem Bulletin 06-
4 will change the per diem rates in the District of 
Columbia and certain locations in the following 
states: Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illi-
nois, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Tennessee, and 
Texas. The full bulletin may be accessed at 
www.gsa.gov/ftrbulletins or visit the General Ser-
vices Administration (GSA) Web site at 
www.gsa.gov/perdiem. 

New Per Diem Rates Effective 

February 1, 2006 

Mileage Rate Decreases to 

44.5 Cents 

The IRS announced a mileage rate decrease to 
44.5 cents, effective January 1, 2006. Federal em-
ployees who use their own vehicles for govern-
ment business will be reimbursed for gas and 
wear and tear at a lower rate in 2006. While the 
General Services Administration (GSA) has not 
yet set the rate for government workers, it is pro-
hibited by law from exceeding the rate set by the 
IRS for private individuals.  



Chicago Chapter: Scholarships 

In support of the SGMP National Education Con-
ference, the Chicago Chapter committed to send 
all board officers on scholarships to the confer-
ence, including non-exhibiting supplier officers. 
This arrangement will hold for all years when 
funds are available (defined by chapter funds re-
maining at or above $10,000 after all awards have 
been made). 

The chapter voted in February, 2005 to provide 
financial support to each board officer (five total) 
for reimbursement expenses, including registra-
tion, four hotel nights, and airfare.  

 
 

Florida Capital Chapter: The Newsletter is Back 

Midway through 2004-2005, the Florida Capital 
Chapter board members decided the newsletter 
needed to make a comeback. The first Capital 
Events publication was distributed in August 2004 
in full color. Each month since then, they have 
continued to put out a four page document every 
month including articles from the president, board 
meeting updates, membership report, future na-
tional conferences, committee/member reports, 
CPR meeting information, charity events, and a 
fantastic recipe. 

The continued support and input from members 
will allow the newsletter to grow with the chapter. 
Thank you to everyone for making Capital Events 
an informative, successful publication. 

 

Missouri State Capital Chapter: How Networking 
Can Pay Off 

In September 2004, the Brownfields Conference 
(5,000 attendees) was held in St. Louis. The chap-
ter president had worked with EPA in the planning 
stages to involve SGMP supplier hotels of the 
downtown area. Needless to say, they were all 
booked to capacity. A few weeks prior to the 
event, Allison Bruno, Department of Defense/U.S. 
Army Environmental Center, contacted the chap-
ter president about coordinating a conference fol-
lowing the Brownfield Conference. She had no 
luck in trying to locate a hotel that could accom-
modate. However, having the meeting in St. Louis 
would be very cost effective for them, since most 
of the attendees would already be in town for the 
Brownfield Conference. With the assistance of one 
of the SGMP member hotels, they were able to 
make this conference happen without a hitch. It 
was not until being in the middle of the planning, 
that Allison and the chapter president realized that 
they were both SGMP members, and had just 
made a major connection over a very long dis-
tance. 

This was a perfect example of how networking 
can really pay off. Allison has assured the chapter 
president that they would be having additional 
conferences in St. Louis in the future because of 
the way they were treated. That good old Missouri 
hospitality can go a long way! 

Editor’s Note: These were reprinted from the 2005 CPR 
Celebration of Chapter Success. Each newsletter will high-
light a few of the chapters. 

2005 Chapter Presidents Roundtable Celebration of Chapter Success 
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Arizona Chapter: Fred U. Reiter 
(602) 258-2410 x 218, freiter@ade.az.gov 
 
Atlanta Chapter: Ross J. Avina, III 
(404) 679-1593, ravina@dca.state.ga.us 
 
Buckeye Chapter: Sondra L. Yates  
(614) 353-6063, cmconnections@sbcglobal.net 
  
Central Florida Chapter: Sandra O. Greenwood, CMP  
(352) 846-3593 x 296, sandy@ce.ufl.edu  
 
Chicago Chapter: Cathy Piwowar  
(312) 575-4037, cathy.piwowar@ssa.gov  
 
Crossroads of America Chapter: Nancy Gilbert  
(317) 233-7616, ngilbert@isdh.state.in.us  
 
Florida Capital Chapter: Arlene F. Roberts  
(850) 245-0400, arlene.roberts@fldoe.org  
 
Greater Oregon Chapter: Lila Duncan, CMP  
(971) 673-0163, lila.m.duncan@state.or.us  
 
Heart of America Chapter: Genie Greenberg 
(816) 936-5855, genie.greenberg@ssa.gov 
 
Heart of Illinois Chapter: Gwenn Eyer  
(618) 462-9728, ProPlanr@aol.com  
 
Michigan Chapter: Andrew Silver  
(248) 348-9960, silver@michigan.gov  
 
Missouri State Capital Chapter: Maurine R. Hill  
(573) 522-2633, maurine.r.hill@dss.mo.gov  
 
National Capital Chapter: Rob Coffman, CGMP  
(202) 622-0210, robert.coffman@do.treas.gov  
 

North Texas Chapter: Nancy Kelly, CMP  
(214) 767-4580, nancy.c.kelly@ssa.gov  
 
Northern Lights Chapter: Jeff Stuhr, CMP  
(651) 215-0218, jeff.stuhr@moea.state.mn.us  
 
Old Dominion Chapter: James P. Morgan, CMP  
(434) 767-2398, phil.morgan@dcr.virginia.gov  
 
Pacific Northwest Chapter: DeAnn Hartman, CMP  
(360) 753-4137, deannh@awcnet.org  
 
Rocky Mountain Chapter: Barbara Guest  
(303) 236-5923, barbara_guest@blm.gov  
 
Sacramento Chapter: Carla S. Slink 
(916) 227-9126, Carla_slink@dot.ca.gov 
 
San Diego Chapter: David Ball 
(858) 826-9503, balld@saic.com 
 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter: Tom Hirano 
(510) 637-2068, tom.hirano@irs.gov 
 
SGMP North Carolina Chapter: Monica LaFay Glover  
(919) 843-6518, glover@iogmail.iog.unc.edu  
 
St. Louis Gateway Chapter: Marsha Seymour  
(636) 379-5502, mseymour@ofallon.mo.us  
 
Tennessee Chapter: Beth Smith-Bell 
(615) 532-9128, beth.smithbell@state.tn.us 
 
Texas Lone Star Capital Chapter: Karla K. Starkweather 
(512) 424-6927, karla.starkweather@hhsc.state.tx.us 
 
Wild West Chapter: Carrie Rohr  
(405) 521-6344, carrie.rohr@opm.state.ok.us  

SGMP National Chapter Presidents 
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SGMP National Board Highlights 

The SGMP National Board met January 12-14, 
2006, in Dallas Texas and took the following 
actions: 

• Approved the bylaw revision for the Educa-
tion Foundation and the process to bring to a 
vote before the general membership. 

• Approved the first Web-based program to be 
produced for broadcast and archived for chap-
ter use. The topic will be on government ethics 
with Joan Eisenstodt. 

• Approved a proposal to overhaul the SGMP 
Web site in design and function. The project 

would begin July 1, 2006. 

• Approved the revised Newsletter of the Year 
criteria to be used in the 2005 and future com-
petitions. 

• Approved the new member Looking for Lead-
ers program that will be instituted and managed 
by headquarters with Board input on the in-
struction. 

• Approved for headquarters to place the na-
tional scholarship information on the Web site 
and the Education Foundation will review and 
approve applications. 



National President: Donna Carey, CGMP 
Statewide Travel Program Admin., Department of General 
Services, Office of Fleet Administration, 802 Q Street, Sac-
ramento, CA 95814; 916-327-2068; 
donna.carey@dgs.ca.gov 
 
First Vice President: Ruth Harris, CMP, CTAS 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, 1600 Clifton 
Road, MS E-95, Atlanta, GA 30333; 404-498-6373; 
reh6@cdc.gov  
 
Second Vice President: Kristi Griffith, CHSP 
Director of Sales, Woodward Hotel & Conference Center, 
3401 South I-35, Austin, Texas 78741; 512-448-2444 ext. 
280; kgriffith@woodwardhotels.com 
 
Secretary: Claudette Ferris, CPS 
Program Assistant, CO Dept. of Public Health & Environ-
ment, HMWMD-RP-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Dr. South, Den-
ver, CO 80246-1530; 303-692-3380; Clau-
dette.ferris@state.co.us 
 
Treasurer: Connie Elliott, CMP 
The Bravo Group, 290 Dabney Lane, Lake City,  
TN 37769; 865-254-8734; connieelliott@mindspring.com 
 
Director (Planner): Melody Kebe, CMP, CGMP 
Chief, APS Business Office, Defense Information Systems 
Agency, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041-3201; 
703-882-1795; kebem@ncr.disa.mil 
  
Director (Supplier): Lagina Fitzpatrick, CMP 
The Resort at Port Arrowhead, P.O. Box 1930, Lake Ozark, 
MO 65049; 573-365-2334; lfitz-
patrick@theresortatportarrowhead.com 
 

Director (Supplier): Donna Cottle, CMP 
Government Sales Manager, Austin CVB, 301 Con-
gress, Suite 200, Austin, TX 78701, 512-583-7217;  
dcottle@austintexas.org 
  
Immediate Past President: Lynette I. Schick, CMP 
Manager, Emergency Preparedness & Bioterrorism Re-
sponse, Colorado Department of Public Health & Envi-
ronment, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, CO 
80246-1530; 303-692-2686; Lynette.Schick@state.co.us 
 
Executive Director: Carl C. Thompson, CGMP 
SGMP Headquarters, 908 King Street, Lower Level, 
Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-549-0892; 
carl.c.thompson@sgmp.org 
 
Deputy Director: Charles S. Sadler, CHSP 
SGMP Headquarters, 908 King Street, Lower Level, 
Alexandria, VA 22314; 703-549-0892; 
charles.sadler@sgmp.org 
 
Membership Services Office: Carolyn Bentsel 
6 Clouser Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055; 800-827-
8916; membership@sgmp.org 
 
SGMP Headquarters: Carrie Elkins 
908 King Street, Lower Level, Alexandria, VA 22314; 
703-549-0892; fax: 703-549-0708;  
carrie@sgmp.org 
 
SGMP Headquarters: Joseph Smyth 
headquarters@sgmp.org 

SGMP National Board of Directors and Headquarters Staff 
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Reserve your room at the Hyatt for the SGMP An 

Educational Summit, in Denver, May 24 -28, 2006. 

Call the Hyatt at 888-421-1442 or register via our 

Web site, www.sgmp.org. 



Atlanta Chapter 
Feb. 15: Patrons & Partners Awards Meeting, Hilton 
Mar. 15: APEX, Renaissance Atlanta Hotel 
 

Arizona Chapter 
Feb. 15: Effective Presentations, Days Inn 
Mar. 15: How to Budget for Your Meetings, Days Inn 
 

Buckeye Chapter 
Feb. 27: Using Feng Shui to Enhance Meetings, Drury Hotel 
Mar. 20: Crisis & Risk Management/Emergency Action Plans, TBD 
 

Central Florida Chapter 
Feb. 17: Portion Planning for Meeting Planners, Holiday Inn 
Mar. 2: Silent Auction, Hilton UF Conference Center 
Mar. 17: How to Hire a Translation Company and Event Cancella-
tion Insurance, Steve’s Cafe 
 

Chicago Chapter 
Feb. 26: Hustle Up the Hancock, John Hancock Building 
Mar. 15: Silent Auction, Marriott Downtown 
 

Crossroads of America Chapter 
Feb 28: On the Job Stress, TBD 
Mar. 28: Creativity in Problem Solving, Radisson Airport 
 

Florida Capital Chapter 
Feb. 14: Trends in Food & Beverage, TBD 
Mar. 14: Supplier Appreciation Dinner, TBD 
 

Greater Oregon Chapter 
Feb. 5-7: A Treasure of Education, Best Western 
Mar. 2: Government RFP Guidelines/Best Practices, Wittenburg Inn 
 

Heart of America Chapter 
Feb. 15: HOA Cities, Embassy Suites 
Mar. 21: Educational Conference, Holiday Inn 
 

Heart of Illinois 
Feb. 28: Spring Training, Holiday Inn Select 
Mar. 28: TBD, Crowne Plaza Hotel  
 

Michigan Chapter 
Feb. 15: Green Meetings, Radisson Lansing 
Mar. 23: Educational Conference, Crowne Plaza Romulus 
 

Minnesota Northern Lights Chapter 
Feb. 16: Contract Legal Issues, Marriott Minneapolis West 
Mar. 16: All About SGMP National Conference, Radisson 
 

 

Missouri State Capital Chapter 
Feb. 10: Power of Positive Thinking, Capital Plaza Hotel 
Mar. 9: Bosses Day Luncheon, Meadow Lake Acres  
 

National Capital Chapter 
Feb. 7: Winter Meeting & Tradeshow 
Mar. 15: SGMP Family Feud 
 

North Carolina Chapter 
Feb. 1: TBD, North Raleigh Hilton 
Mar. 1: Educational Conference, Sheraton Hotel 
 

North Texas Chapter 
Feb. 9: Dear Gabby, Westin Park Central 
Mar. 9: CMP Program, Hyatt Regency Dallas 
 

Old Dominion Chapter 
Feb. 1: TBD, Richmond Marriott Hotel 
March TBD: Chapter Education Conference, TBD 
 

Pacific Northwest Chapter 
Feb. 7: Winter Workshop, The Tyee Center 
Mar. 8: Dorothy Wihelm, Marriott Courtyard 
 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Feb. 28: TBD, Hilton Garden Inn 
Mar. 28: TBD, Marriott South 
 

Sacramento Chapter 
Feb. 2: Educational Conference, Lions Gate Hotel 
Mar. 2: Planner/Supplier Relations, Red Lion Hotel 
 

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 
Feb. 16: Site Visit, Embassy Suites SFO 
Mar. 23-24: Educational Conference, TBD 
 

St. Louis Gateway Chapter 
Feb. 22: Verbal Judo, Sheraton STL City Center 
Mar. 22: Tim North, Resort at Port Arrowhead 
 

Tennessee Chapter 
Feb 14: Disability Sensitivity, Holiday Inn 
Mar. 21: Food & Beverage Trends, Select Hotel Vanderbuilt 
 

Texas Lone Star Capital Chapter 
Feb. 9: Working with CVBs, Carmelo’s Restaurant 
Mar. 9: What Drives Us Crazy, Radisson Austin on Town Lake 
 
Wild West Chapter 
Feb. 9: TBD, Reed Center 
Mar. 10: TBD, Quartz Mountain Resort 

2005 SGMP Chapter Calendars 
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